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One issue is to observe for each woman the ot
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The data used in this paper come from the 12 French Labor Force Surveys (LFS) conducted 

each year between 1990 and 2001. One interesting feature of the French LFS is that the basic 

sampling units actually consist of groups of about 20 adjacent households (aires). More 

specifically, a typical LFS consists of a representative sample of about 3,500 aires. Each year, 
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For each woman in our sample, the basic dependent variable will be a dummy indicating 

whether she participates in the labor market and the basic independent variable will be a 

dummy indicating whether her two eldest children are same-sex. Also, for each women, we 

construct two basic explanatory variables describing the average characteristics of the other 

families with two or more children living in her aire, namely the proportion of families in 

which the two eldest children are the same sex, and the proportion of families where the 

mother participates in the labor market.  Using the terminology of Manski (1993), the impact 
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Generally speaking, these results are consistent with the literature, and notably with the results 
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second sub-sample are approximately six years older than the ones in the first sub-sample. 
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To shed some light on this issue, tables 6 and 6bis propose a re-estimation of the model 

defined by equations 1-2 on the sub-sample of small and medium towns (less than 100,000 

inhabitants) on the one hand, and large towns on the other hand.  
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Tableau 4
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Table 6bis  : The Endogenous Effect on Mothers’ Labor Market Participation : an Evaluation 
on the Subsample of Mothers living in Large Urban Area  

 


