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& Lecture Outlines

Voting Models
land Il

Elections serve a number of complementary roles in a democracy. They provide a mechanism for aggregating
preferences and information and they can be used to hold politicians accountable and to select politicians of a high
standing. The two lectures on voting and environmental policy explore some of the implications of these different roles
for the conduct of environmental policy in a democracy.

Outline

a. Overview of three “workhorse” models: the medium voter model, the probabilistic voting model, and the
performance voting model.

b. The median voter theorem with applications to the environmental Kuznets curve, strategic delegation, and
commitment.

c.  The probabilistic voting model with applications to multidimensional environmental policy problems.
The performance voting model with an application to the choice of environmental regulation instruments.
e. Evaluation: How important is voting for environmental policy?
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