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Nostrum-Dss

Network on governance,
science and technology

for sustainable water
resource management in
the Mediterranean.

The role of DSS tools

EU Coordination Action 2004-08




Project context and research approach

o “Ultimate aim of the CA is to contribute to the
achievement of improved governance and
planning in the field of sustainable water
management , by establishing a network ...,
and through the development and
dissemination of Best Practices Guidelines
for the design and implementation of Dss
tools for IWRM In the Mediterranean Area



Exchanges with other research
activities

Great potentials for reaching critical mass by
exploiting complementarities and synergies
(e.g. e-conferences)

Opportunities for long-lasting case studies
Reducing or exploiting overlapping
Exploiting face-to-face meeting opportunities

Facilitated communication of multiple
messages to the same community of potential
end users

Difficulties in coordinating timing
Difficulties in financial management



Dissemination of results
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<Need for diversified dissemination strategies



Exploitation of Nostrum-Dss results

=
=)
n
+
-1
==t
.
=}
n
0

3.4
YR ! I m Conferences and scientific
publications
3 O Summarised material
= 28 O Traditional Mass Media
i\ 28 Traditional Mass Med
[
g 261 O Internet
n 24 +--- . |-
' O Local-Communities related
29 | activities
2
1
Dissemination strategy

@ Differences with respect to preferred dissemination strategies



Nostrum-Dss plans & proposals

Objective

Promoting knowledge
sharing and synergiesin
the Mediterranean
research community

Intensifying links and
cooperation between the
science and policy
spheres

Raising participation
and awareness of the
general public

Training and capacity
building about the
IWRM principles and
the use of DSS tools for
policy making

Enhancing trust and
credibility of the
research community at
local, national and
international levels

Nostrum
potentials
to attain
obj ectives
High
Good

Low

Good

Good

Best strategiesto be
adopted

Conferences and
scientific publications ;
summarised material;

I nternet

Local communities
related activities,
Conferences and
scientific publications

Traditional Mass
Media, Local
communities related
activities

Conferences and
scientific publications;
Internet; Local
communities related
activities

Local communities
related activities;
summarised material

Feasibility of the
strategy

Good

| ntermediate
(lack of funds)

None

| ntermediate

(requires follow-
up, or joining
other efforts)

Low
(lack of funds)

Approach to
over come
obstacles and
facilitate
communication

No need to revise
dissemination plans

Multilingual
summaries for
policy makersin
the web-site

Not suitable for the
CA

| dentify new

sour ces of specific
funds or existing
activities

Multilingual
summaries for
stakeholdersin the
web-site



Conclusions from the Nostrum-Dss
experience

 the two-way communication strategy involved a
relatively high number of people, but will not provide
sufficient momentum for a significant impact of the
CA after the completion of the work

« efforts to overcome the cultural, linguistic and digital
divides and effectively reach the intended end-users
and facilitate the uptake of the project’s outcomes,
require specific follow-up activities

 Dbesides the usual dissemination channels of the
scientific community (papers, conferences, etc.) the
Internet seems to be the only practicable strategy for
a wider impact of the CA, first of all for its low costs;

« the lack of specific funding schemes for supporting the
exploitation of results after the completion of the
projects limits the possibilities of “bridging the gap”
between science and policy.
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